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Advancing Local 
Wealth & Opportunity



81% of registered 
voters 
saID the economy 
WAS very important
to their vote in the 
2024 presidential election.

Pew Research Center 2024

https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2024/09/09/issues-and-the-2024-election/


But we know that 
the problem of wealth 
transcends electoral 
politics. 









What have local governments 
done? Where HAVE they 
stalled?



The state of economic development 
in cities is often:

❖highly fragmented; 
❖limited by restricted and/or short-term 

funding flows 
❖straightjacketed by and conservative 

politics;
❖experiencing a deepening polarity 

between addressing immediate 
needs/crises and changing economic 
conditions at the root; and
❖without the goal of economic 

transformation at its core.



Community 
wealth building



Community Wealth Building (CWB) is an economic development 
model that transforms local economies based on communities 

having direct ownership and control of their assets, namely land, 
labor, and capital. 

long-term goals: economic transformation to produce broadly shared 
economic prosperity, racial equity, and ecological sustainability



The Five pillars &
THE CWB WEDGE







CWB IN PRACTICE



CWB & IMMIGRATION
Denver, CO and Fairfax, VA



CWB & CLEAN ENERGY 
Seattle, WA



CWB & RACIAL INEQUALITY
Chicago, IL and St. Louis, MO



CWB & YOU



What role can mayors play in advancing 
CWB in their respective cities? 

❖serve as powerful champions for CWB theory 
and practice;
❖mobilizing city residents through political 

campaigning (and beyond!);  
❖convening key stakeholders; 
❖analyzing what’s already happening and calling 

attention to the connective tissue;
❖directing much-needed capital and resources to 

advancing structural change; and 
❖policy-making to better enable CWB activity at 

the local level  



Eager to get started? Get in touch.
Nairuti Shastry

Community Wealth Building Fellow
nshastry@democracycollaborative.org 

action planning, strategic advising, communities of practice, and more!

mailto:nshastry@democracycollaborative.org
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