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How can zoning respond to 
resilience challenges? 
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Zoning Ordinance Rewrite

• Begun after adoption of 2013 
Comprehensive Plan

• Informed by 2016 sea level rise action plan, 
Vision 2100

• 3½-year process 

• 1,000’s of residents reached
• ~125 public/stakeholder presentations

• Series of workshops with Tidewater Builders 
Association (that continue today)

• Council adoption January 23, 2018
• Went live March 1, 2018
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Resilience Quotient for Single-Family

Simpler options

1. Risk reduction – elevate by 16”

2. Stormwater management –
capture 200 gallons of rainwater 
-or- plant/preserve 1-2 trees per 
25 ft. of lot frontage

3. Energy resilience – install 
generator hookup
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Resilience Quotient for Multifamily/Commercial

More options

1. Elevate 16” and capture first 1.25” of 
rainfall

2. Select options from points tables

3. LEED Gold or equivalent 

4. Historic rehabilitation
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Other Zoning Solutions

• Resilience overlays

• Additional requirements in high-risk areas

• Incentives to develop in low-risk areas

• Tree canopy requirements

• Increased density allowances

• 25’ lot development

• Accessory dwelling units

• Flexible, mixed-use zoning

• Adaptive re-use provisions
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What are your resilience challenges?
How can zoning regulations assist? 
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