PUBLIC ART
COMMITTEE

SALISBURY, NORTH CAROLINA







,_-l




WILEY IMMANUEL LASH THE TRAVELERS® C
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FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN MAYOR OF SALISBURY

Wiley Immanuel Lash (1908-1995), the son of the Rev. A
Wiley H. and Mayzonetta “Mary” Grundy Lash, received ’i
his education at a local black parochial school and (
Livingstone College. He rose to political prominence in
gro Civic League where he spearheaded a drive to
ster voters and worked for better facilities, jobs,
and schools for black citizens. Widely respected in
the community, Lash advocated peaceful integration
in the 1960s. After serving 15 years on the Board of
Education, he was elected to the City Council in
1979 and was appointed mayor pro tem. Lash
became mayor in 1981 and upon
finishing his term in 19: he
was named Salisbury’s first honorary mayor
For years Lash owned and operated a self-service
grocery at 129 East Council Street. The store was an
informal hub for political activism and a place where
the deserving poor were never turned away
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Charles Sparks chose Salisbury as the

winter home for his SPARKS WORLD-

FAMOUS SHOWS (1910-1916 & 1918-1919) :

be_cause of its north-south and east-west § st_ﬁ ents were deniediseats in the white section
railways and the nearby Spencer Shops that Capitol Theater: Théy Were annested
could refurbish the circus train. Each year, a quiet protest outside the theat
before loading over 50 red and yellow rail- *Sang, prayed, and preached all
road cars to begin the annual tour, Sparks E the students® initiative, two. T
treated the town to two performances. Circus f bz, Samuel Duncan, president o

Day was declared a holiday for schools and p and Wiley Lash, later mayor of Sa
businesses. Thousands lined the streets to | White, scetion of the &

watch the parade of gilded week. Dr. Duncan s

wagons, steam calliopes,

exotic animals. Local

citizens welcomed the

performers and their

families, and Salisbury

was known as the

town that loved the

cireus.
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