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Abou t  Ph illy  Coun t s 2020

• The City of Philadelphia has allocated $975,000 for the 
FY20 budget to support census work through the Philly 
Counts office. 

• This is a critical investment to ensure that every 
Philadelphian understands why it is important and knows 
how to participate in the 2020 Census.

• Philly Counts is a multicultural team of 19 people.



Challeng es 

• Hiring enumerators

• Communicating through noise of the 2020 primary

• Fighting disinformation and misinformation

• Decreased funding



Hir ing  Enum erat ors

• Support identifying and engaging 
partners

• Review weekly reports and set up 
targeted recruitment sessions in key 
areas

Census Bureau 
capacity

• Provide Chromebooks and hotspots as 
needed

• Identify locations for webinar trainingInternet and 
technology



Ph illy  Coun t s 2020  Act ion  Tim eline 



Ph illy  Coun t s 2020  - Plann ing  Toolk it  

Philly Counts Planning Toolkit was 
created  for the Complete Count 
Committee, organizers and community 
leaders that want to support the 
census.



Ph illy  Coun t s 2020  – Out reach  descr ip t ion



Census 
Cham p ion  
Train ing



Census Cham pion Training Program

• We launched our Census 
Champion trusted messenger 
program on September 17th, in 
conjunction with Constitution Day

• On our launch day, we held 71 
trainings around the city in 7 
different languages: Spanish, 
Vietnamese, Traditional Chinese, 
Korean, and Arabic

• We trained 2,289 people with the 
support of 109 volunteer trainers



In 2019 we t rained over  
4,000 Census Cham pions 

in 8 languages.



W elcom e t o you r 
Census Cham p ion  Train ing ! 

• Sect ion  I – Census 101
• Sect ion  II – Data Securit y,

Privacy and  Confident ialit y 
• Sect ion  III – How  does the 

census count  everyone?
• Sect ion  IV – Dig ital Lit eracy
• Sect ion  V – Get  Involved
• Sect ion  VI – Keys to Success

Here is w hat  you w ill learn :



W hy is t he census im port an t ? 
The census is so much more than just a head count. Its 
results will impact Philadelphia for the next t en years.

Census data is  used to 
determine representation 

in Congress.

Philadelphia receives more 
than $3 billion in federal 

funds every year, for health, 
housing, schools and 

infrastructure. 

Census data is  also used for 
research and to analyze and 

predict trends.



How  can  I respond  t o t he 2020 Census?

Paper Form
(via U.S Mail)

By April 1, 2020, households will receive an invitation via U.S. Mail to participate on the census. 

For the first time in history, 
people can respond to the 

census online.

Phone Call
Census Takers will visit households if 
they have not completed the census 

online, by mail, or by phone. 



Do bab ies under f ive-years-old  coun t ?
• Don’t  forget  t he baby! Include your newborn 

baby in your census form, even if they are still in 
the hospital on April 1.

• Babies and children under five-years-old must be 
counted. 

• You have to count children who l ive and sleep at  
your  hom e m ost  of  t he t im e, even if the living 
arrangement is temporary or the parents of the 
child do not live there.

• If the baby will be born after April 1, 2020 should 
not be included as part of your household.



Census Act ion  Leader Sum m it  
• 300 peop le on  Saturday, Novem ber 9, 2019 at  South  Ph iladelph ia 

High  School 

• The Act ion  Leader Sum m it  focused  on  t rain ing  and  p lann ing  for 
census act ions at  t he neighborhood  level. 

• Each  at tendee w as asked  to b rainstorm  on  at  least  one even t  for a 
Census Act ion  Day in  t he Spring .

• Part icipan ts gained  in -dep th  know ledge from  expert  panelist s 
about  t he h istorically undercoun ted  g roups in  t he cit y and  how  
best  reach  out  t o t hem .



● Launched on MLK 
Day of Service

● 200 collection boxes 
around the city

● Over 30,000 cards 
printed in English, 
Spanish, and 
Mandarin

● Will be mailed back 
the first week of 
March

Com m it  t o Coun t  Cards



● Volunteer run 
program

● 200,000 
households in 
Philadelphia

● All census tracts 
with projected 
self-response 
rate below 75%

Doorhang er Prog ram



2010: $554,000 
a lloc a te d  to su p p ort  
c om m u n ity-b a se d  

org a n iza tion s d oin g  
c e n su s re la te d  w ork

20 20 : $0          
a lloc a te d  to su p p ort  
c om m u n ity-b a se d  

org a n iza tion s d oin g  
c e n su s re la te d  w ork

Decreased  fund ing



Ph illy  Coun t s 
Act ion  Fund



I Count
You  C ou n t
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