
2020 CENSUS
Challenges and Opportunities 

for the City of Albuquerque
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Billions of Federal Dollars 
• New Mexico receives $7.8 billion in 

annual federal assistance. 
• If New Mexico undercounts residents 

by only 1%:
• New Mexico would lose $780 million annually. 
• Bernalillo County would lose over $201 

million annually. 
• The City of Albuquerque would lose over 

$165 million annually. 
• Each New Mexican not counted 

equates to a loss of approximately 
$3,745 per year. 
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NM is the state most vulnerable to 
an undercount due to hard-to-
count neighborhoods and hard-to-
count  populations that have 
historically been, or are at-risk of 
being, missed in the census at 
disproportionately high rates. 
• Approximately 43% of NM’s current 

population (888,604 people) lives in 
hard-to-count neighborhoods.

• Approximately 64% of NM’s are 
people of color. 
• 48% Hispanic
• 3% African American
• 2% Asian/Pacific Islander
• 11% American Indian or Alaska Native 
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Funding

Census Bureau

NM 

County 

Complete Count Committees (CCC)
&

Community Based Organizations (CBO)
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In an effort to fill funding gaps, the 
City of Albuquerque is working to:
- Amplify the Census Bureau’s recruitment 

efforts at City job fairs, events and outreach. 
- Create opportunities for the Census Bureau, 

local CCCs, and CBOs to provide trainings, 
present information to City staff and the 
public at City events and facilities.  

- Customize and distribute 2020 Census 
collateral translated into multiple languages. 

- Provide transit assistance on Census Day. 
- Increase accessibility to internet, computers, 

and phone services on  Census Day by 
extending operation hours at community 
centers, libraries, and other City venues.

- City Council appropriated $80,000. 
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Creating appropriate, 
educational and motivational 
advertisements marketed 
specifically for our hard-to-
count populations.
• Hard-to-Count Populations include:

• People of color
• Children 0-5 years old 
• Limited English Proficiency
• People experiencing homelessness 
• Foreign-born residents

• Immigrant
• Refugee
• Asylum Seekers

• People who distrust government authorities or could be 
targets of law enforcement
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In an effort to create or 
promote appropriate 
advertisements that speak to 
our hard-to-count 
populations, the City of 
Albuquerque is:
• Working with local City of 

Albuquerque/Bernalillo County 
CCC, other local CCCs, and CBOs 
to provide direction and expertise. 
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Specific and Local Messages
• Be specific
• Show impact on community
• Personalize

Benefits of an Accurate Count
• Showing benefits can explain 

importance
• Explain what can be gained or 

lost
Ease and Convenience

• Census takes about 10 min
• How to respond

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Specific and Local Messages
The more specific you’re able to get, the better. Show people that the census impacts their community and their life directly. Use specific school, road and hospital names from your community. This helps personalize the census so that people can relate it to something tangible. 
For example, say:
●“Our community” rather than “New Mexico”
●“Head Start” rather than “community programs”
●“Lincoln Middle School” rather than “our school”

Santa Ana Pueblo
Tewa translation – “be counted people of Santa Clara Pueblo.”












DAWN BEGAY
NATIVE AMERICAN AFFAIRS COORDINATOR

OFFICE OF EQUITY AND INCLUSION
CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE
DGBEGAY@CABQ.GOV

mailto:dgbegay@cabq.gov
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